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An empirical study reviewing factors impacting coverage of the topical adhesive paich by health insurance
SHIRAGAMI Makoto

Abstract

OBJECTIVE: The author examined the premises that may be needed in order to justify the claim
that the topical adhesive patch should be exciuded from health insurance coverage.

MATERIALS and METHODS: Health insurance claims and survey results from orthopedic specialists
were analyzed.

RESULTS: It became clear that the topical adhesive patch is indispensable in the treaiment of certain
diseases especially in the elderly, in which there is a risk of disease aggravation when used without a
doctor's diagnosis, and the economic burden on the patient when he/she switches to QTC {over-the-
counter) drugs is 245 times, in other words, the burden increases in vulnerable groups such as the
elderly or patients with more severe disease.

CONCLUSION: The premises that may be needed in order to justify the claim that the topical
adhesive paich should be excluded from health insurance were suggested to not necessarily be {rue.
On the other hand, there does seem to be some improper use. In order to maintain the insurance
coverage for the topical adhesive patch, it is necessary to accumulale more compelling data as well
as to promote proper use.
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